
by Eric Eakin

Barbara Harrell has been 
selected as the Bay Village 
citizen of the year for 2012, 

and the renovation of BAYarts’ 
Fuller House has been selected 
the project of the year.

Both will be honored at a 
reception to be held Sunday, 
March 4, from 2 p.m. to 4 
p.m. at the Fuller House. The 
event is sponsored by the Bay 
Village Community Council, 
whose members made the 
selections.

Harrell was selected for 
her service to the community 
as a director of 
the Village Food 
Project.

In 2009 and 
2010, Harrell 
started, planned 
and implement-
ed the Village 
Food Project, 
which provides 
healthy in-home 
meals to Bay Vil-
lage families in a 
cancer crisis. She 
has rallied high 
schoolers, school 
administrators, 
adult  cooks, 
shoppers and 
drivers to make 
this program a 
reality.

“Her vision 
and unique abil-

ity to pull many local volunteers 
together in common fashion for 
such a worthy cause is exemplary,” 
according to one nomination. 
“She recruited volunteers, raised 
donations, brought young and old 
Villagers together, and made the 
Village Food Project a city-wide, 
non-denominational success 
story.”

Harrell also served as chair-
person of the “Field of Dreams,” 
to install, improve and mod-
ernize the high school athletic 
facilities. Under her leadership, 
the group raised more than 
$1,000,000.

by Chris Bauer

On Jan. 
10, West-
lake held 

its 11th annual 
Westlake Maga-
zine reception 
at Westlake City 
Hall. The recep-
tion was the 
City’s opportu-
nity to thank the 
magazine and 
the businesses 
that advertised 
in them. 

“O n c e  a 
year, the city has 
the opportunity 
to showcase the 
community while 
at the same time, 
provide a valuable resource to residents and visitors,” said 
Mayor Dennis Clough. “The value of this publication is dem-
onstrated by its publication for the past 11 years.” 

Westlake Magazine is mailed to all businesses and resi-
dents in Westlake at no charge to the residents or City by Great 
Lakes Publishing. 

On the cover of the magazine is a picture of the Westlake 
High School Marching Band as they participate in the Fourth 
of July parade. In the center of the picture is sousaphone (tuba) 
player Tom Carroll, to his right is fellow sousaphone player 
Ryan Thaxton, followed by recent graduate Dan Meehan on 
percussion. 

Featured in the Westlake Magazine are articles about 
the time capsule that celebrated Westlake’s recent 200th 
birthday, a project led by Eagle Scout candidate Evan Kele-
man. Also featured are articles celebrating Westlake’s Sister 
City of Tralee, Ireland, where the two communities recently 
exchanged student art exhibits, and where the Northern Ohio 
Rose Bridget Linton competed for the Rose of Tralee at the 
Regional Finals. Westlake welcomed Mayor Grace O’Donnell 
of Tralee for a visit last July.
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Westlake arts and theater 
fundraiser to feature Dick Feagler

Westlake Magazine honoree Dr. J. 
Michael Thomson of Tri-C Westshore 
receives a plaque of recognition from 
Mayor Dennis Clough. Photo by Lt. Ray Arcuri

Bay Village citizen, project of 
the year announced

Westlake Magazine 
showcases city’s 
attributes

by Louise Seeholzer

An evening of entertainment for the benefit of two esteemed orga-
nizations includes the talents of Cleveland newspaper columnist, 
playwright and television personality, Dick Feagler. A variety of enter-

tainment will be offered on Saturday, March 3, when the curtain goes up on 
“A Cabaret Night” produced by Greg Violand and Maryann Nagel at Wagner’s Country Inn.

Utilizing its resources and talents, the Westlake-Westshore Arts Council and Clague Playhouse are 
collaborating to sponsor the Cabaret as a fundraiser. These respected non-profit groups are charting new 
waters in this cooperative venture.

In addition to the live entertainment, the carefully planned evening includes dinner, open bar and 
silent and Chinese auctions. The evening begins with cocktails at 6 p.m., followed by dinner at 7 p.m. and 
entertainment at 8 p.m. Wagner’s Country Inn is located at 30855 Center Ridge Rd. in Westlake. Tickets for 
this arts benefit are $50. For tickets, donations, or more information contact W-WAC at 440-686-0055 or 
Clague Playhouse Box Office at 440-331-0403. 

Barb Harrell was named Bay 
Village citizen of the year 
for her work with the Village 
Food Project and Field of 
Dreams. Photo courtesy of Terry 
Schordock, Studio South

The BAYarts Fuller House renovation was selected as the project of the year 
by the Community Council.

 » See MAGAZINE, page 4

Free tax assistance begins Feb. 3 
at Bay’s Dwyer Center

The AARP Tax Assistance Program begins Friday, 
Feb. 3, for people with less than $75,000 per year 
income. The IRS-trained and certified volunteer tax 

counselor will do your tax returns. 
The program will continue every 
Friday until mid-April. The returns 
are filed electronically and there 
is no charge. Call Bay Community 
Services at 440-899-3409 or 440-899-
3442 to make an appointment. 

WBV OBSERVER 
MILESTONE!
Now over 400 
community-minded 
citizen writers!
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The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 
community newspaper and website written by, for 
and about the residents of Westlake and Bay Village, 
providing perspectives and information about topics 
and events in our community.

The mission of the Westlake | Bay Village Observer is to 
inform, involve and energize the community through 
citizen participation of 400+ community writers.

We encourage residents of Westlake and Bay to join in 
and share stories, photos, and information about our 
great communities. 

We do not accept payment for the inclusion of articles.

The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a locally-owned 
news source published biweekly.

The views and opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the 
Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff.
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copyright ©2011 the Westlake | Bay Village Observer. 
All rights reserved. Any reproduction is forbidden 
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Want to submit an article to the Observer? We’d love 
to hear from you! Here are some guidelines to keep in 
mind when writing for the Observer:
•	Anyone who lives, works or has a vested interest in 

Westlake or Bay Village is encouraged to contribute.
•	Aim for 300-500 words. 
•	Check your facts. Take the extra time to ensure 

accuracy.
•	Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy 

others’ work and remember to credit your sources.
•	Be respectful of others.
•	Write for the community. Your stories will be read 

by people throughout Westlake and Bay Village 
(and beyond) so keep the audience in mind when 
choosing topics.
•	Know you’ll be edited. All stories pass through 

editors who review stories for spelling and 
grammar. We try to keep the news as “unfiltered” 

as possible, but may edit 
length and content if 
necessary.
•	Disclose your affiliation. 

If you have a personal or 
business relationship with 
the subject of your story, 
let your readers know.
•	Don’t write stories solely to promote your 

business–that’s what ads are for.
Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every step 
along the way. Don’t hesitate to come to us for 
advice or help with topics, content or the submission 
process. 
To join in, sign-up through the Member Center at 
www.wbvobserver.com and submit your stories & 
photos. Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of 2 
megabytes in size. If you have questions, contact us 
at staff@wbvobserver.com. 

Louise Seeholzer
Lori Sprosty
Erin Stack
Lysa Stanton
Eileen Stockdale
Laurel Wendell
Elaine Willis
Barb Woodburn
Lorilynn Wolf
Tara Wendell

Erin Stack
Eileen Stockdale
Barb Woodburn
Tara Wendell

ALSO hELPING
Nancy Brown
Pam defino

Patt Long
Carol Maat

Shawn Salamone
Kathy Winzig

Observer Guidelines

Let me come to your door 
to groom your beloved pet!
Services offered:
•All natural grooming products
•Aromatherapy for calming your pet
•Massage/Warm Towel Wrap
•Paw/Pad Treatment
•Fur Coloring
•Facials •Teeth Brushing

Fur De’Tail
Heather O’Connor - Professional Groomer
Licensed & Insured • www.furdetail.com

Let me come to your door 
to groom your beloved pet!

Mobile Pet Salon
440-787-4058

BECOME AN 
OBSERVER!

JOIN MORE 
THAN 400 

CITIZEN 
WRITERS

SHARE YOUR 
STORIES ABOUT 

WESTLAKE & 
BAY VILLAGE 

Take pride in your 
community; take part 

in your community 
newspaper! 

We’re calling for news 
and information from 
our neighborhoods, 

civic groups, community 
organizations, booster 

groups, schools, churches 
and more in Westlake and 

Bay Village.  
Write stories, announce 
events or take photos.

You don’t need experience 
– if you see something of 
interest, write about it or 
take a picture and send 

it in!
It’s fun and easy to be part 
of this community project!
Sign up today in the online 

newsroom at
www.wbvobserver.com 
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Hot Diggity Dog, inc.
Professional Pet Care Services

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Personal In-Home 
Pet Care
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other  
   special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com A proud member of the Bay Village community

by Kim Bonvissuto

Parkside Intermediate School sixth-grader 
Patrick Lee and Lee Burneson Middle 
School seventh-grader Justin Krantz won 

the school-level competitions of the National 
Geographic Bee and will now take a written test 
to qualify to compete at the state level in March.

In March, the 
school-level winners will 
compete to represent 
Ohio at the national con-
test in Washington, D.C., 
in May. The national 
winner earns a $25,000 
college scholarship and 
a lifetime membership 
to the National Geo-
graphic Society.

At Parkside, the top 
five finalists were Kate 
Fulton, Sanil Gosain, 
Patrick Lee, Matthew 
Vulku and Crystal Zhao. 

At Lee Burneson 
Middle School, top 
finishers were Justin 
Krantz and eighth-
graders Thomas Bowles 
and Emma Franklin. 

Westlake students 
show knowledge 
of geography in 
Nat Geo Bee

WESTLAKE CITY SChOOLS

Parkside Intermediate School National Geographic Bee finalists Matthew Vulku, Kate Fulton, 
Patrick Lee, Sanil Gosain and Crystal Zhao. Patrick won the competition.

Lee Burneson Middle School National Geographic Bee finalists Thomas 
Bowles, Emma Franklin and Justin Krantz. Justin won the competition.
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University Hospital’s
The Discovery and Wellness Center for Children
and the Westlake Porter Public Library present:

ADHD: 
Beyond the Classroom
Thursday, February 9 at 7:00 p.m.
Westlake Porter Public library

Please join Dr. Nora McNamara for an informative 
discussion on how to support children with ADHD at 
home. Understand the symptoms and treatment options of 
ADHD and ways to provide children with unique learning 
opportunities.
This event is free and open to parents, mental health 
professionals and anyone interested in expanding their 
knowledge on this common childhood psychiatric illness.

Dr. McNamara is a child psychiatrist at University Hospitals 
as well as Montessori Elementary School trained.

27333 Center Ridge Road  
(440) 871-2600
www.westlakelibrary.org

 The advanced emergency care 
you need, right around the corner.

The Emergency Department (ED) at Lakewood Hospital  

features the latest technology to treat minor to critical injuries  

and illnesses. As a designated Advanced Primary Stroke Center,  

our team of experts offers the most complex stroke care on the  

West Side. You’ll feel confident knowing you have easy access to 

Cleveland Clinic world class care whenever you need it.

Lakewood Hospital 
14519 Detroit Road

lakewoodhospital.org/ED
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by Joyce Sandy

Meet author Mary Helen Stefaniak at the 
Bay Village Branch Library on Thursday, 
Feb. 2, at 7:00 p.m. Her most recent book, 

“The Cailiffs of Baghdad, Georgia,” received the 
2011 Anisfield-Wolf Book Award for Fiction. This 
prestigious award has recognized books that “make 
important contributions to our understanding of 
racism and our appreciation of the rich diversity of 
human cultures.” 

Her book was chosen as a “rollicking tale  that 
manages to speak seriously to the tragedy of igno-

rance and the damage caused by fear.” In the book, the town is thrown into an 
uproar when new teacher Grace Spivey arrives and turns the annual festival into 
an exotic Baghdad Bazaar. Although her progressive spirit proves threatening to 
some, Miss Spivey succeeds in pushing the limitations of stereotypes and inspir-
ing change.    

Stefaniak’s  earlier novels have 
also received awards and recognition. 
She has presented many writing work-
shops in various venues from Florida to 
Alaska. She even went to talk to readers 
of her book “The Turk and My Mother” 
in Italy!

Join us as we welcome this cel-
ebrated author to Bay Village for an 
enjoyable evening. Copies of her 
books will be available for purchase 
and signing courtesy of the Friends 
of the Bay Village Library and Mac’s 
Backs-Books on Coventry. Please reg-
ister to let us know you’ll be coming, 
by going online at cuyahogalibrary.
org, by phone at 871-6392, or by stop-
ping in to see us! 

Mary Helen Stefaniak 
comes to Bay Village Library
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by Kim Bonvissuto

Auditor of State Dave Yost’s 
office gave the Westlake City 
School District a clean report 

once again for the 2010-2011 school 
year. This is the fourth consecutive 
“perfect audit,” clean of findings 
or citations, and paves the way for 
the district to receive a distinction 
award from the Auditor of State.

CFO/Treasurer Mark C. Pepera 
credits the achievement to a con-
certed effort by his staff to enforce 
fiscal policy and maintain a high 
level set of internal controls and 
financial reporting procedures, 
as well as buildings and depart-
ments following those guidelines. 
Under Pepera’s fiscal watch, the 
Westlake City School District has 
been nationally recognized for 12 
consecutive years of excellence in 
financial reporting.

Within the past year the school 

district earned the “Exemplary 
Saver” status award from the Ohio 
Schools Council for being among 
the top 25 percent of participating 
school districts for savings dollars; 
received the Ohio School Plan Best 
Practices Award for its efforts in 
actively controlling risk; success-
fully refinanced the 2003 series 
bonds on the Performing Arts 
Center project to save Westlake 
taxpayers more than $571,000 in 
foregone interest costs; had its Aa1 
bond rating reaffirmed by Moody’s 
Investors Service for “strong fiscal 
oversight” and “conservative bud-
geting practices”; and earned the 
AA+/stable long-term rating from 
Standard & Poor’s Ratings Service 
for good financial management 
practices.

You can read West-
lake’s audit at: auditor.state.
o h . u s / a u d i t s e a r c h / d e t a i l .
aspx?ReportID=92185. 

Westlake Schools earns 
fourth perfect audit 

History of words 
and phrases
by Dave Scullin

Back to square one: This 
colloquialism means to start 
over again. It may have come 
from board games that, 
though bad luck, you had to 
move back to the starting 
point.

~
Gospel: It means “good news” 
from the Old English godspell.

~
Limey: This term was 
originally a derogatory name 
for a British sailor. It came from 
the old practice of giving lime 
juice to the English ship crew 
to prevent scurvy.

by Jim Dispirito

Father/Daughter Valentine’s 
Day Dance (ages 3-10)

Friday, Feb. 3 (6:30-8 p.m.) – Dance 
the night away with your little princess. 
This is a great chance for dad to spend 
time with his daughter(s). Snacks and 
punch provided. Each couple will receive 
a photo memento of the evening. Join us 
for a “sweet” time! Deadline to register is 
Jan. 31 or when max of 100 is reached. Call 
Rachel O’Malley at 440-808-5700 for more 
details.

6th Grade After Hours Bash
Friday, Feb. 10 (8:30-10:30 p.m.) – The 

return of the popular after hours fun time. 
We close the doors and stay open late for 
these special events. Gym, pool, DJ Eazy 
spinning tunes. Snack and water provided. 
Please register early to avoid being closed 

out. Open to members and any child who 
goes to school in Westlake. Fee: $10/mem-
bers; $15/residents.

Little Sneakers (up to age 5)
Tuesdays and Thursdays, Jan. 

3-March 1 (9-11 a.m.) – Run, jump, crawl 
or just play at the Westlake Recreation 
Center.  Equipment and props are pro-
vided.  Parents must remain with their 
child, grandparents welcomed.  Excellent 
play date activity. Fee: $5 Pop-in rate OR 
$15/members; $25/residents.

Junior Hapkido (ages 5-13)
Mondays and Wednesdays, starting 

Feb. 6 – The Hapkido Martial Arts Program 
and instructor Randy LePrevost will help 
develop the “Yes I Can attitude.” Some of 
the greatest benefits are increased concen-
tration, self-discipline and focus. In addi-
tion to our physical curriculum, we also 
teach the value of goals, knowledge and 

persistence. Belt testing fee of $20 payable 
to instructor. Maximum of 30 per class.

No School Day Camp (Grades 
K-6)

Monday, Feb. 20 – This camp is 
designed to keep the kids entertained with 
games, swimming, art projects and other 
fun activities in a supervised setting. Chil-
dren will need to bring a brown bag lunch, 
a towel and a swimsuit. An afternoon snack 
will be provided. This program is only for 
children in grades K-6 and we reserve the 
right to confirm a child’s school grade. Any 
questions, please contact Rachel O’Malley 
at 440-617-4418.

More information regarding all of 
these programs and more can be found 
at our website at wlrec.org or by stopping 
by the Recreation Center at 28955 Hilliard 
Blvd., calling us at 440-808-5700 or by 
picking up our new Rec Gazette. 

Party time, Westlake Recreation style!
WESTLAKE RECREATION CENTER

by Lorilynn Wolf

For years, savvy moms have purchased 
baby items, children’s clothes and toys 
at area resale events – saving money 

and helping repurpose things that have been 
barely played with or worn.  

Now, for the first time in the area, West-
lake’s Holly Lane PTA is organizing a Big Kid 
ReSale for clothing sizes 5T to Junior and 
gear more appropriate for the older set, 
rather than the toddler set.  

Westlake’s Big Kid ReSale will be held on 
Saturday, March 17, from 8 a.m. to noon at 
Westlake High School, 27830 Hilliard Rd. The 
sale will include more than 50 tables. Besides 

clothing, the event will feature sports equip-
ment, toys, games, books, music equipment, 
computer stuff, furniture and shoes.

Admission is $5 for the early-bird pre-
view from 8-9 a.m. and $1 for entrance from 
9 a.m.-noon. Cash sales only. Please, no bills 
larger than $20. Small bills appreciated at 
the door.

If you are interested in selling, spaces 
are only $15 and vendors are welcome from 
all communities. Registration forms are 
available at: wlake.org (click on the Parents 
tab at the top of the page and then click 
Holly Lane at the left side). For more infor-
mation contact Teri Gannon at terigannon@
hotmail.com or 440-808-8863. 

Holly Lane PTA to hold Big Kid ReSale 
event March 17

by Ellie Peiffer

Moms of preschoolers and 
younger children looking for a 
faith-filled group of women to 

share the parenting journey are invited 
to join us for inspiration, laughter and 
some creative time while your little ones 
are safely cared for in an age-appropriate 
setting. We will meet every other Tues-
day, beginning Jan. 24, from 9:30-11 a.m. 
at Westlake United Methodist Church.

The group is reading “A Mom after 
God’s Own Heart” by Elizabeth George. 
Free professional childcare is offered for 
infants up to age 3 and story time with 
our librarians Miss Judy & Miss Nanci 
for the older children. Infants are wel-
come to stay with their moms for the 
book group.

Westlake UMC is located at 27650 
Center Ridge Rd. Please call the office at 
440-871-3088 to reserve your childcare 
spot or email epeiffer@westlakeumc.
org. The program is free and open to 
the public. 

Faith-based 
book group for 
moms starting at 
Westlake UMC

If sewing is your passion 
and you enjoy using 
your skills to give back 

to others, then please consider 
joining us!

Hospice of the Western Reserve and 
Birds of a Feather are hosting a sew-a-thon 
to create 200 lap blankets for patients with 
dementia. Made of special textured mate-
rials, these blankets are used to promote 
tactile stimulation.

The sew-a-thon takes place every 
Wednesday, Jan. 25-Feb. 29. Bring a friend 
and join us at Birds of a Feather, 25963 
Detroit Rd. in Westlake.

Hospice of the Western Reserve is also 
accepting donations of textured fabrics at 
Birds of a Feather. Volunteers from the com-
munity are invited to be a part of this crafty 
adventure.

For more information or to sign-up for 
a time slot, please contact Michele Gillum, 
Coordinator of Volunteers at 216-973-0217 
or 440-892-6680. 

Sew-a-thon 
volunteers 
needed

WESTLAKE CITY SChOOLS

Other articles introduce the reader to “Up and Coming” members of the 
business community, how many different organizations and businesses can 
help you to live healthier, as well as an introduction to numerous boutiques 
located throughout the city. The section called “Faces of Westlake” introduces 
the reader to four individuals who volunteer much of their time to civic proj-
ects and help to make Westlake the great community that it is.

Another feature included is the announcement of the winners for the 
2011 Westlake In Bloom competition. Planning Director Robert Parry takes 
a very hands-on approach to this annual event and personally photographs 
each entrant and their gardens or property for judging. This past year, over 
75 properties were photographed and some of those gardens are included 
in the magazine.

The magazine is circulated to approximately 14,000 households and 
2,000 businesses in Westlake. The latest edition contains a residents guide, 
listing for local restaurants and articles about local businesses and people. A 
digital copy is available for viewing on the city’s website at www.cityofwest-
lake.org. It provides the reader a good introduction to the city, the business 
community and what makes Westlake such a great place. 

MAGAZINE continued from front page
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by Dave Kich

Cuyahoga Community College is proud 
to announce the launch of an Alumni 
& Friends Association. 

The Tri-C alumni program will feature an 
alumni website, an online community, a men-
toring network and updated job search and 
resume resources. It will also alert alums to 
special events and discounts. There are no fees 
or membership dues.

“The Alumni & Friends Association will 
play a key role by managing our richest 
resource – people,” said Alan Moran, vice 
president of marketing and communica-
tions. “

The Association is actively engaged in 
reconnecting with former students and gradu-
ates to build a dynamic and ongoing network 
and at the same time to preserve our history.

It also seeks to engage friends in the com-
munity who support our mission and wish to 
keep up-to-date on the College’s initiatives 
and events.”

Tri-C alumni have a profound impact on 
the economy and growth of Northeast Ohio 
and reflect the cultural diversity of our region 
More than 85% of Tri-C graduates continue to 
work and live in Northeast Ohio.

“As the college approaches its 50th anni-
versary in 2013 it is an ideal time to bring 
together this diverse group of educated indi-
viduals,” said Richard Sherlock, director of 
Alumni & Friends.

Visit www.tri-c.edu/alumni for more 
information. 

Tri-C launches new 
alumni program

Farah Sayed of Westlake was the American Chemi-
cal Society’s National Chemistry Week poetry con-
test winner for the Cleveland area in the grades 3-5 

category. Sayed is a fourth-grade student at Birchwood 
School in Cleveland. Sayed’s poem, “The Cabinet of 
Cures,” was sent on for competition at the national level.

National Chemistry Week is a community-based 
annual event that unites ACS local regions, businesses, 
schools and individuals in communicating the impor-
tance of chemistry to our quality of life. The theme for 
2011 was, “Chemistry – Our Health, Our future!”  

As a winner, Sayed, will be honored at the upcom-
ing “Education and Family Night.” She will also receive 
a cash prize. 

Westlake girl wins National chemistry 
Week poetry contest

by Cynthia Eakin

BAYarts hosted the Jan. 12 meeting 
at its beautifully renovated Irene 
Fuller House. Refreshments were 

served and tours of the facility were con-
ducted after the meeting. Here are some 
of the Bay Village community events 
coming up this month.

The Women’s Board at the 
Lake Erie Nature and Science 
Center will hold its Fireside Dinner on 
Jan. 20 and a salad luncheon on Feb. 1. 
Winter programs at the Center include a 
family fun night “Owl Prowl” on Jan. 25, 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m., and the “Animal Encoun-

ters” behind-the-scenes tour on Feb. 8, 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m., and 8 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m. Kristen Stanford of The Ohio 
State University will present a program 
on Lake Erie water snakes as part of the 
Lake Erie 101 series on Feb. 9. The March 
program will focus on coyotes.

The Bay Village Garden Club 
raised $2,800 as a result of this holiday 
season’s “Greening of Bay” craft classes.

The Bay Village Kiwanis donat-
ed $2,620 to the Bay Education Foun-
dation to fund three projects recom-
mended by school principals. They also 
donated $1,050 to the Bay Band Boosters 
to purchase two new band uniforms. 

The annual Christmas tree sale netted 
$6,200 from the sale of 275 trees. The 
Bay High Choraleers entertained at the 
Kiwanis’ Christmas party, held at the 
Wood Fire Grill in Avon Lake. The 14th 
Division Kiwanis Lenten Breakfast Series 
begins on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 22, at Bay 
Presbyterian Church. A spring pancake 
breakfast is planned for March 25 at Bay 
Middle School. Proceeds will go towards 
scholarships for Bay High graduates. 
Last year, Kiwanis donated $11,250 for 
scholarships.

The Bay Village Women’s Club 
Foundation Antique Show and Sale is 
Feb. 18 and Feb. 19 at Bay High School. 
Hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, 
and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday. Jewelry 
appraisals are Feb. 18, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Antique appraisals are Feb. 19, 1 p.m. 
to 3 p.m.

The Bay Men’s Club now has over 
100 paid members. The December meet-
ing speaker was a border patrol officer. 
The February meeting is the first Thurs-
day of the month at Bay Lodge, begin-
ning at 7 p.m.

BAYarts’ holiday shop exceeded all 
previous sales records. The Fuller House 
is available for parties and meetings, 
along with catering by Diana Brewer.

The Bay Soccer Club is using 
proceeds from its annual Challenge Cup 
competition to hire licensed coaches 
and college players to work with indi-
vidual age groups.

The Martha Devotion Hun-
tington Chapter of the Daugh-

ters of the American Revolution 
accepts members who can prove lineal 
descent from a patriot of the Revolution-
ary War. Contact Chapter Regent Doris 
Gorgas at lablady76@wowway.com.

 The Peter Navarre Chapter 
of the United States Daughter of 
1812 is preparing for the War of 1812 
Bicentennial, which begins in June, by 
offering coloring books highlighting the 
war’s important events. Sept. 10, 2013, is 
Remembrance Day of the War of 1812. 
The day is being celebrated at Put-in-
Bay with a Bicentennial of the Battle of 
Lake Erie tall ship battle reenactment. 
Visit www.battleoflakeerie-bicentennial.
com for information. Contact Chapter 
President Marlene Wilkinson at mar-
wilk32@hotmail.com for membership 
details.

The 43rd annual Bay Village His-
torical Society crafts and collectibles 
show, newly renamed “Cahoon in June,” 
is June 16, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in beautiful 
and historic Cahoon Memorial Park. The 
show attracts a wide variety of collect-
ible and antique dealers, crafters, artists 
and demonstrators and more than 1,500 
buyers. Totally revamped for greater suc-
cess, this year’s event will include a wide 
variety of delicious food, live music, a 
children’s activities tent, historic city bus 
tours and more. Admission and parking 
are free. Community organizations are 
invited to participate with free booth 
space provided. Contact Cynthia Eakin 
at 440-835-2718 or visit www.bayhistori-
cal.com for information. 

News and notes from the Bay Community Council meeting

by Louise Seeholzer

Englebert Humperdinck’s delightful opera “Hänsel 
and Gretel,” based on the Brothers Grimm fairy 
tale, will be previewed on Feb. 7, at 7:30 p.m., 

at the FYI: Opera program at Westlake Porter Public 
Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.   

David Bamberger, Director of Opera Theater at the 
Cleveland Institute of Music, will supply intriguing back-
ground details and talented CIM student vocalists will 
perform selected arias in the original German.  

The FYI program offers a glimpse into CIM’s full, 
magical production of “Hänsel and Gretel.”

 The performances of the singers will be framed 
by Bamberger’s skillful art, knowledge and humor that 
bring the composer, the composition and the plot to life. 

All FYI: Opera programs are offered FREE to the 
public by the Westlake-Westshore Arts Council.  

Information and tickets for CIM’s Feb. 29 through 
March 3 production of “Hänsel and Gretel” are available 
at cim.edu/hanselgretel or by calling 216-791-5000, ext. 
411. 

FYI: Opera previews 
famed fairy tale 
Hänsel & Gretel

“The Cabinet of Cures” by Farah Sayed

The cabinet of cures,
Chemistry before our eyes.
Pills, cough syrup, Hydrocortisone too,
All of these are future for you.
Headache?
Get sick?
Tripped on a stick?
Don’t worry, chemistry will help us on the way.
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by Heidi Langer

The Bay Middle School cheerleaders 
recently held a Mini-Cheer Camp 
for girls ages kindergarten through 

fourth grade and raised over $1,800 for 
Journey of Hope, a non-profit who pays 
for basic living expenses for local cancer 
patients going through medical treatments.

The all-day camp was held at West-
erly Elementary on Saturday, Jan. 7, and 
facilitated by the twelve Bay Middle School 
cheerleaders who taught pom-pom rou-
tines, chants, cheers and dances. To add to 
the festivities, the mini-cheerleaders were 
treated to a camp T-shirt, crafts, snacks, 
lunch and face painting. The day rounded 
out with a performance for parents.

The highlight of the camp was their 
halftime performance at the boys varsity 
basketball game at Bay High School on 
Tuesday, Jan. 10. All 60 mini-cheerleaders 
and middle school cheerleaders took the 
gym floor for a rousing halftime perfor-
mance, which was met with applause and 
whistles from the audience.

The charity of choice, Journey of 

Hope, is an organization funding adult 
cancer patients who are desperate for 
financial assistance to fund basic survival 
needs while going through cancer treat-
ments. Journey of Hope was founded in 
1999, received non-profit status in 2001 
and began funding patients in 2002. More 
information can be found at www.johc-
leveland.org. 

Bay Middle School cheerleaders raise funds for charity

Bay Middle School cheerleaders and mini-Rocket cheerleaders present their check to Cindy Angel, founding member of Journey for Hope, before their 
halftime performance.

by Barb Woodburn

The students in Mrs. Mahall and Mrs. Woodburn’s 
fourth grade class at Westerly School got a head 
start on their New Year’s resolutions. Beginning 

on the first day of school back in August 2011, they 
began a special book entitled “My Attitude of Grati-
tude.”

Each week they reflect on their life experiences 
and write a new entry into their personal book, accom-
panied by an illustration. This notion of gratitude is 
encouraged and supported by their teachers who write 
their own message of gratitude as the opening day mes-
sage on the Smart Board each morning. 

Examples of student entries include:
•	 “I am grateful because my class and I made 

blankets and then gave them to kids that needed 
them.” – Kate S.

•	 “I am grateful that I live in the best community in 
Ohio. Bay has parks, the Bay pool and best of all 
the schools.” – Henry B

•	 “I am grateful that I have a house because some 
people do not have a house.” – Cassidy D.

•	 “I am grateful that my doctor, Dr. Schrantz, helps 
me to walk and run.” – Katie K.

•	 “I am grateful that I have a family that loves me 
and feeds me and cares for me, even when I am 
sad.” – Gavin D.

•	 “I am grateful for such great teachers like Mrs. 
Woodburn and Mrs. Mahall” – Caroline F.

•	 “I am grateful that I have a funny new baby sister 
who came all the way from China.” – Mackenzie L.

•	 “I am grateful for my friends and family because 
they help me when I feel down. And I am grateful 
that we have wonderful schools in Ohio because 
if we didn’t, we wouldn’t know anything.” – Tate S.

•	 “I am grateful for my new, terrific, awesome town 
– Bay Village. I moved here last year and I love 
it.” – Sophia B.

This entire experience of pausing and reflecting 
establishes a tone in the classroom that creates a perfect 

stage for learning. The students will continue to write 
entries throughout the school year.

Their “Attitude of Gratitude” becomes a keepsake 
for them and perhaps a handy reference for those times 
when we are tempted to feel sorry for ourselves.  Instead 
their own words remind them of how very fortunate they 
are and help them to refocus their thoughts.  

Many New Year’s resolutions last no longer than 
a few days or a few weeks, but for these students the 
“attitude of gratitude” has been established as a life-
long habit. 

Westerly fourth-graders show off their “Attitude of Gratitude” books. Each week, the students take a 
moment to reflect and record an entry in their books.

Westerly students 
learn gratitude
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LAKE ERIE NATURE & SCIENCE CENTER

by Frank Colosimo

February is chock-full of educational 
and entertaining activities for all ages 
to experience at the nonprofit Center 

in Bay Village.
Preschoolers ages 1-5 will enjoy a chance 

to celebrate the holidays throughout the 
month. They’ll learn a little about the special 
day, meet an animal, make a craft, read a story, 
and, of course, have FUN! These free-flow 
programs will allow children (and a special 
adult) to move at their own pace, make new friends and 
focus on what they enjoy most. Join us for one or more 
of the four February holiday programs: Groundhog Day 
(Feb. 2), Valentine’s Day (Feb. 14), Presidents Day (Feb. 
20) and Leap Year (Feb. 29). Each program runs from 
10-11:30 a.m. and tickets are on sale now for $5/child.

The next program in the Log Cabin Samplers series 
for kindergartners flies in on Monday, Feb. 13. Winter 
Birds are the feathered focus this month as children 
ages 4-6 become nature detectives – exploring the 
hiking trails and gardens, encountering live animals 
and conducting science investigations! Limited tickets 
are still available for both timeslots: 9-11 a.m. or 1-3 
p.m. at $20/child; members $15/child.

Bring the family to Animals a la Mode at 6:30 p.m. 
on Friday, Feb. 24. Live animals (and maybe YOU) take 
center stage in this upbeat, interactive and educational 
show. The whole family will be captivated as Maggie 
Watson presents a collection of furry, feathered and 
scaled creatures. And the fun doesn’t stop there – cap it 
all off with a serving of delicious ice cream! Tickets are 
only $5/person and are on sale now.

Another installment of Second Nature, the ongo-
ing series for adults, takes place at 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
Feb. 9. Kristin Stanford of the OSU Stone Laboratory 
will present “Glorifying the Gross: Lessons Learned 
in the Recovery of the Lake Erie Watersnake.” Kristin 

will discuss her unique perspective as 
she and her team worked to save this 
threatened species. With a focus on 
her outreach and education efforts, 
she will detail how and why recovery 
was achieved so rapidly through an 
intensive proactive conservation cam-
paign. Plus, get a glimpse of Kristin’s 
appearance on the Discovery Chan-
nel’s “Dirty Jobs”! Advance tickets are 
available now for $7/person and at the 
door for $10/person.

Everyone can join our Level 3 Junior Naturalists for 
a “Wild and Free” program on Sunday, Feb. 26 at 3 p.m. 
They’ll take the spotlight and present a variety of LIVE 
ANIMALS! Each student will use the knowledge they’ve 
gained through our Junior Naturalists classes to share 
their excitement for, and information about, a variety 
of our resident animals. Drop in for this FREE event and 
help us to celebrate the culmination of this group’s years 
of education and training!

All month long, we’ll be meeting the “First Ameri-
cans in Space” at our Monthly SkyQuest Planetarium 
Program. We’ll look back at the achievements of our first 
generation of space explorers, like Ohio’s very own John 
Glenn, and look forward to planned journeys to Mars 
and beyond. Program runs every Saturday at 1:30 p.m. 

and the first and third Saturday nights at 7 p.m. Great for 
adults and older kids, tickets are available on the day of 
the program for $3/person. You can also check out our 
full range of star shows for all ages (including our new 
range of Sunday shows) at lensc.org.

But that’s not all – a whole new season of explora-
tion blossoms in March! Visit lensc.org and preview the 
Spring Program Guide for a fresh assortment of activi-
ties for all ages like Eggstravaganza, Huntington Hikers 
Club, Spring Break Day with BAYarts and much more!

The nonprofit Lake Erie Nature & Science Center 
is open free to the public seven days a week and is 
located at 28728 Wolf Rd. in Bay Village. Call 440-871-
2900 with questions or to purchase tickets for pro-
grams listed above. 

February fun at the Nature Center

Center volunteer Emma brings a chinchilla down to toddler level 
at Animals a la Mode.

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?
David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Rd., Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!

Free...Your Choice! 
Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate 

to Giant eagle with new patient exam and x-rays
Limit 2 per family

“It’s very humbling and an honor to be 
chosen as citizen of the year,” Harrell said. 
“There are so many people that do such 
wonderful things in this community. It’s a 
joy to volunteer in Bay Village and to work 
with such wonderful people.”

The Irene Fuller House, dating from 
the late 1800s, was moved to the Bay-
crafters campus in 1984. “For more than 
25 years, the Baycrafters’ and BAYarts’ 
boards have maintained the building, 
investing in a new roof and paint and 
using the house mostly for storage, with 
the dream of one day having enough 
money to restore the grand old Victorian 
lady into an active and vibrant gathering 
place for arts lovers throughout the area,” 
one nomination noted.

The long-awaited restoration began 
in 2010, due to generous gifts from the 
Ohio Cultural Facilities Commission, the 
Cleveland Metroparks and Maple Leaf 
Landscaping. Design Group Architects 
and J.Q. Adams Construction teamed up 
to tackle the renovation. Many local busi-
nesses donated products and area organi-
zations such as the Kiwanis Club helped 
restore parts of the building. Completed 
in spring 2011, the structure offers a new 
gallery, teaching space, outdoor patio, 
wrap-around porch and offices.

“The Irene Fuller House is our gift 
to the city and to all of the artists,” BAY-
arts Executive Director Nancy Heaton 
said. 

BAY HONORS 
continued from front page

Bruce T. Harwood ddS, MS
orthodontist

27748 center ridge road
westlake

440-871-1820
“Our concern is for more than your smile”

“I SAW IT IN THE 
OBSERVER”

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS & 
SUPPORT A GREAT 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE!
Call Laura for ad details -

440-477-3556
laura@wbvobserver.com
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Rock-N-Bowl II
at Bay Lanes to benefit 
the Vil lage Food Project

SAT • JAN 28 • 8PM

Rock bands The Feedbacks and DDK,  
Elvis Pohlkamp,

Comedian Delmar Everhear.

Cost: $15 in advance 
or $20 per person at the door 

if you do not RSVP.
RSVP in advance to aspohlkamp@yahoo.com 

to reserve your spot.

Make checks payable to Village Food Project.  
Pay at the door or mail checks in advance to:

Allison Pohlkamp / 589 Dwight Drive 
Bay Village, OH 44140

 Additional contributions are encouraged.   
Please RSVP as we expect a sold-out event.

Rock-N-Bowl IIRock-N-Bowl IIRock-N-Bowl II

by Jeanette McGovern

Every year, families and high schools in our area 
open their doors and welcome young men and 
women from around the world who desire to 

experience the typical life of the American teenager 
and learn in American schools. This school year, three 
students are attending Westlake, Bay and Avon Lake 
high schools as part of the ASSE International Student 
Exchange Program (ASSE) that places students from 
foreign countries with families in the U.S.

At Bay High School, Fanny Bonduelle from 
Suresnes, France, is in her junior year and is studying 
American literature, American government, chemistry 
and, her favorite, American fast foods/gourmet. Fanny 
has earned a role in Bay High’s spring musical “Beauty 
and the Beast,” snowboards with the ski club, takes 
dance lessons at the Beck Center for the Arts in Lake-
wood and attends dances with her local host family 
where salsa, swing and other dance styles are taught 
informally. 

Fanny met one of her new ASSE friends on the air-
plane coming from France to Cleveland. Chloe, an ASSE 
student attending Avon Lake High School, is a sopho-
more participating in various school 
activities including ski club. A third ASSE 
student attends Westlake High School.

ASSE, a worldwide student exchange 
program, places foreign students, ages 
15-18, with local host families in the Bay/
Westlake/Rocky River area (with school 
cooperation) and helps high school stu-
dents in our area to find foreign exchange 
opportunities around the globe.  

ASSE International (formerly Ameri-
can Scandinavian Student Exchange) is 
a non-profit, tax-exempt, public benefit 
organization. Originally founded by the 
Swedish National Department of Educa-
tion, ASSE is officially designated as an 
“Exchange Visitor Program” by the U.S. 
Department of State and cooperates with 
the Canadian Provincial Ministries of Edu-
cation and the New Zealand Ministry of 
Education. The ASSE program currently 
connects U.S. families/students with 60 
countries around the world.

For the next high school year, ASSE 
is seeking local families willing to host 
boys and girls, ages 15-18, from Europe, 
Asia, North and South America, Austra-
lia, New Zealand and South Africa for the 
school year. These personable and aca-
demically-select students speak English 
well, are bright, curious and anxious to 
learn about the USA and Northeast Ohio 

by living as part of a family, attending a 
high school, and sharing their own cul-
ture and language with their adopted 
host family. 

Each exchange student arrives 
from their home country shortly before 
school begins and returns home at the 
end of the school year. Each ASSE stu-
dent is fully insured, has his/her own 
personal spending money, and expects 
to have his/her share of household 
responsibilities. In exchange, the host 
family promises to include the stu-
dent in normal family activities and 
lifestyles.   

Please contact Jeanette McGovern, 
ASSE Area Representative (and host 
mother to Fanny Bonduelle), at 440-
667-0180 for more information about 
hosting an ASSE student and/or par-
ticipating in an ASSE overseas foreign 
exchange program. More information 
is also available at 800-333-3802 or on 
the internet at www.asse.com.  ASSE students visit Cleveland’s Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.

Foreign exchange students call the area home

The Observer 
offers you 
a unique 
opportunity to 
reach customers 
on a more 
personal and 
pOsiTive level, 
and to become 
part of this 
cOmmuniTy 
project by 
participating as 
an advertiser.

Businesses:
You’re unique, 
we’re unique.
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by Lysa Stanton

The Westlake His-
torical  Society 
has updated and 

reprinted a picture his-
tory of Westlake, formerly 
known as Dover. The 
Dover Coloring Book was 
originally created as part of 
the “Heritage 76” project, 
published during the 200th 
birthday celebration of our 
nation in 1976.

At the end of 2011, the 
Westlake Historical Society 
updated and reprinted the coloring book to help celebrate the 200th birthday of Westlake. The goal 
of the project was to share this historically based book with all second-grade students (and parents) 
who attend Westlake elementary schools.   

The funds to reprint this coloring book were provided by the Jean A. Robishaw Memorial 
Fund, as well as the Westlake Historical Society Children’s Education fund. Those wishing to purchase a copy of the 
coloring book may do so by contacting the Westlake Historical Society at 440-808-1961, by email at westlakehistory@yahoo.com, or online at www.
westlakeohiohistory.org. The suggested donation for  each book is only $5. The updated cover design was donated by Wendell Design Communications. 

by Michelle Ramey 

The kindergarten students at Westshore 
Montessori school recently completed 
a whole-class sculpture based on the 

work of modern art sculptor Louise Nevelson. 
Each student designed their own assemblage 
with found objects, paying special attention 
to symmetry and balance in their composi-
tions. They became actively engaged in creat-

ing the whole sculpture, deciding where each 
piece went into the arrangement of the whole 
sculpture.

Our students were very excited to learn 
that the Cleveland Museum of Art has one of 
Nevelson’s large sculptures. Our goal was to 
create a real connection with modern masters 
and understanding the process to create art. 
They loved the lesson and want to visit the art 
museum! 

Westshore Montessori students create 
modern art from found objects

Updated coloring book celebrates 
Westlake’s history

C E L E B R A T I N G  5 0  Y E A R S  ∙  19 61 -2 0 1 1

y ester day liv es today, for tomor row

WestlakeHistoricalSociety

DOVERCOLORING BOOK

A Picture Story of Westlake

A Picture Story of Westlake

WESTLAKE hISTORICAL SOCIETY

Landscape Design & Installation • Outdoor Living Spaces • Fireplaces & Pits
Brick Pavers & Retaining Walls • Turf Maintenance  •Landscape Lighting

Serving Westlake and surrounding 
communities for over 20 years.

AWARD-WINNING DESIGN & MAINTENANCE
440.237.6486 

www.agrestalandscaping.com
Our solution will win you over. 
Our service will win your trust.
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BAY VILLAGE CITY SChOOLS

Bay Village Schools students honored at 33rd Scholastic Arts Competition
by Karen Derby

Bay Village City School District 
students garnered five first-
place Gold Key awards, nine 

second-place Silver Key awards, and 
twelve Honorable Mention awards 
from a field of 1,700 entries in the 
2012 Cuyahoga County Regional 
Scholastic Arts competition.

Winning a Gold Key were Bay 
High sophomore Gracie Harms 
(painting), Bay High freshmen 
Maddie Voiers (fashion) and Severn 
Sanders (mixed media), and Bay 
Middle School seventh-grader 
Grace Mansuetto (printmaking). 
In addition to visual arts winners, 
eighth-grader Emma Chalk won 
a Gold Key for her short story, 
“Memories of Us.” Students who 
receive Gold Key Awards see their 
work continue to the national com-
petition held in the spring in New 
York City.

Winning Silver Key awards 
were Bay High senior Elise Aron-
son (drawing); Bay High juniors 
Cameron Meaking (two for draw-
ing, one for painting and one for 
design) and Katie Allen (paint-
ing); Bay High sophomores Eliza-
beth Auckely (painting) and Julia 
Engelhardt (printmaking); and Bay 
Middle School eighth-grader Emma 
Smith (jewelry).

Twelve honorable mentions 
were awarded to: Bay High seniors 
Jessica Johns (photography), Matthew Miller (ceramics and glass) and Sara 
Wolf (photography); juniors Alissa Kokke (two for painting), Elyse Sopa 
(painting) and Kristen Zeuch (painting); freshman Fiona Allen (digital art); 
and to Bay Middle School eighth-graders Rachel Hamilton (printmaking) 
and Annie McArn (ceramics/glass); and seventh-graders Alexandra Hoffman 
(ceramics/glass) and Alexis Nakonechni (ceramics/glass).

Awards were for work completed in the students’ 2010-2011 academic 
year. The work is on exhibit at the Cleveland Institute of Art, Reinberger 
Galleries, 11141 East Blvd. in Cleveland through Feb. 4 (Sundays 1–5 p.m., 
Mondays through Saturdays 10 a.m.-6 p.m., and Fridays 9 a.m.-9 p.m.).

Bay High art instructors are Cherie Bauer, Denise Ross and Thomas 
Schemrich. Bay Middle School art instructors are Greg Leininger and Gloria 
Wilder.

Since its start in 1927, the Scholastic Art Awards have acted as a venue for 
the community to view the exceptional artwork of public, private, parochial, 
and home-schooled students between the 7th and 12th grades. 

by Audrey Ray, fourth-grader at  Westerly 
Elementary School

Have you ever heard of Destination Imagination? 
Well, it is hard for me to explain, but it is where 
kids use their imaginations to solve challenges. 

I am part of a Destination Imagination or “DI” team at 
Westerly School with Eliza Aleksandrovic, Grace Chil-
ton, Caroline Fowles, Ava Ransom, Olivia Reed and Patty 
Yuhas. Our team name is the Aqua Girls.

This year we chose the community service project 
challenge, and the community service project we chose 
is to clean up Huntington Beach. We chose to clean up 
the beach because when we were on a class field trip in 
the fall we learned and saw how dirty the beach is. But 
in order to clean up the beach we need to raise money 
to buy the supplies so we decided to do a fundraiser.

The fundraiser was a pie-throwing raffle and we 
called it Pie Palooza. Back in December we met with 

Miss Josie Caputo, our principal, and 
asked if she would let us sell tickets for 
25 cents each to the students for the 
chance to throw a pie at the teachers. 

We had 16 teachers and staff mem-
bers including Miss Caputo volunteer 
to have a pie thrown at them. We sold 
tickets at lunch and recess for four 
days in the beginning of January. We 
hoped to raise $100 and we actually 
raised $328.20. We were amazed by the 
generosity of our fellow students and 
the Westerly staff! (The 20 cents was 
donated by my two-year-old brother.)

The Pie Palooza was a lot of fun 
and a huge success! But it’s just the 
beginning of our project. Now our team has to work 
on the plans to clean up the beach. Stay tuned for 

more information about our project and how you can 
get involved. Go Aqua Girls! 

TALES OF A FOURTh-GRADE SOMEThING

Pie Palooza raises funds for beach cleanup

Westerly’s Aqua Girls will clean up Huntington Beach as 
part of the Destination Imagination community service 
project challenge. Pictured are: (front row, from left) Eliza 
Aleksandrovic, Audrey Ray; (back row, from left) Olivia Reed, 
Patty Yuhas, Ava Ransom, Grace Chilton. Teammate Caroline 
Fowles is not pictured.

“Hide and Seek” painting by Gracie Harms

Painted silk tie by Maddie 
Voiers

Mixed media abstract sculpture relief 
by Severn Sanders

“Mocha” linoleum print by Grace Mansuetto

Excerpt from “Memories of Us”
by Emma Chalk

Memories(n.): The lingering impression of a 
person, place, or idea; all that I have left of you.

“Come on!” I cried impatiently. “Matt, if you 
don’t come here right now, I’m going to kill you!”

“Really?” You appeared over the top of the hill, 
hat covered in a dusting of snow.

“Nah, but Jake will.”
You scrambled down the embankment, fleece 

mittens catching on the uneven surface of the ice. 
“True, true. If he does, you can have all my stuff.”

I laughed nervously. To tell the truth, I was ner-
vous. This was the first time I had seen you in three 
whole months.

When you’re that little, the span of three months 
can be a lifetime.

“So. Um. How are you?” I tugged my blue knit 
cap forward over my mass of dark curls, maybe just 
a little self-conscious.

“Good. I guess, good.”
I studied you. Still sickly thin and too pale, even 

for winter. To tell the truth, you looked worse than 
even before the treatments started.

“I wanted to come over, but Mom wouldn’t 
let me.”

You scuffed at the freshly fallen snow with one 
foot. “Yeah. Too many germs.”

I smiled weakly, uncomfortable with the situa-
tion already. “Hmm.”

You reached up, mirroring my earlier gesture of 
tugging my cap over my hair.

Of course, you didn’t have any hair to spill out 
of it yet, but still.

Your mom had knit us those hats two winters 
ago, before our lives turned upside down. Mine had 
been a baby blue, yours a dark green.

“Guys!” your brother called from somewhere 
near the ice.

“Yeah, yeah, we’re coming,” I muttered.
I turned back to you. “Your brother’s bossy.”
“Yeah.”
I stomped forward a few steps, awkward in my 

too-big boots, before I turned back to you.
You were just standing there, face turned up to 

the gray sky.
“Coming?”
You jolted, as if I’d woken you out of a deep sleep.
“Yeah.” You paused for a moment, as if unsure. 

“Yeah, I’m coming.” .  .  .
Read the full text of Emma’s award-winning 

short story at bayvillageschools.com/Memories.
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The Con�dent 
Choice For 
In-Home 
Care.

 

 

 

Providing quality, a�ordable, non-medical
in-home care for seniors and other clients  
who need companionship and personal care.

firstlighthomecare.com

28025 Clemens Rd., Suite 4, Westlake
440-250-9733

WINTER SPECIAL WITH THIS AD

NAIL Spa O

Full Set

      Fill
$20

   or $10

440-250-9174
624 Dover Center Rd.

(Next to Fraggapane)
Open 7 days

Exquisite and tranquil experience for less

Offer gOOd MOn, Tues Or Wed. Thru 2/29/2012 
(limit one coupon per customer, please)

Gift CertifiCates available

by Karen Derby

Dr. Robert Piccirilli joined the Bay Village Board of Education 
when he was sworn in as a new member on Monday, Jan. 9. 
Board member Bill Selong was also sworn in for his fourth 

term after winning the November 2011 election.
Dr. Gayatry Jacob-Mosier was elected by the Board as president, 

and Michael Caputo was elected vice president.
Dr. Robert Piccirilli, has served as Chairman of the Citizens 

Advisory Committee for the Bay Village Schools for two years. He has 
also coached cross country at Bay Middle School and St. Raphael’s. 
Retired from PPG Industries, he holds a Ph.D. in Organic Chemistry 
and a B.S. in Chemistry. He and his wife, Barb, have three children 
who are attending or have graduated from the Bay Village Schools.

The Board established 2012 meeting dates and committee 
assignments. Board members will spend the next several months 
reviewing a new plan for facilities upgrades in 2012 along with plan-
ning for a potential bond issue in November. 

Bay Village Board of 
Education welcomes 
new member

New Bay Village Board of Education member, Dr. Robert Piccirilli, is sworn 
in by school district treasurer, Deborah Putnam.

The Bay Village Board of Education: (front row) Amy Huntley; Michael Caputo, vice 
president; (back row) Bill Selong; Gayatry Jacob-Mosier, president; Bob Piccirilli.

by Kay Laughlin

While walking toward Rose Hill Museum 
to visit, one notices a small stone build-
ing surrounded by an herb garden 

standing to the right of the south porch. This 
building had been the smoke house for the John 
Wolf family at 492 Bradley Rd.

The Wolf family arrived in Dover Township in 
1819. Wolf Road is named for the family. Descen-
dant Alfred Horace Wolf served as mayor of the 
Village of Bay from 1910 to 1915.

Even before Alfred Horace became mayor, 
the smoke house was being used as a jail. Pris-
oners waiting to be transferred to the county jail 
found themselves locked up for the night in the 
smoke house. Later, when the Zemi family lived 
on the property, it was used as a haunted house 
at Halloween.

In 1973, the City of Bay Village was decid-
ing on a piece of property for a new community 
center (today’s Bay Lodge).   When the old Wolf/
Zemi property was chosen, the stone smoke house 
was in the way. The historical society said they would 

like to have it.
The city’s service department took it apart piece 

by piece and numbered each piece. They then trans-

ported it to Cahoon Park and reassembled it where it 
sits today. It has been put to good use ever since, and 
a piece of Bay Village history was saved. 

BAY VILLAGE hISTORICAL SOCIETY

History of the 
Wolf Family 
Smoke House

The Wolf Family Smoke House at the historic Rose Hill area in Cahoon Memorial Park.
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by Jayne Broestl

As we now observe the sesquicentennial anniversary 
of our nation’s most divisive war, some of us may 
be wondering about our ancestors’ participation 

in that war. But, where might we begin this genealogical/
family history quest?

The first place to look is on-line at Ancestry.com or 
Fold3.com (formerly Footnote.com) for Civil War Pension 
records. But not all soldiers received a pension. The filing 
process took so long that some died before collecting a 
pension. If they outlived their spouse and/or dependents, 
no pension was paid. Records for these individuals might 
be found in the national or state Service Record files and/
or Muster Rolls. Another place to look is at the local level, 
where the soldier was buried.

Veterans’ graves in all of Ohio are/were registered 
at the County Recorder’s office. For soldiers buried in 
Cuyahoga County, the Recorder’s Office has compiled a 
Graves Registration list that can be searched at recorder.
cuyahogacounty.us/veterandefault.aspx. This list is an 
ongoing project in Cuyahoga County, in conjunction with 
the Memorial Day Association of Greater Cleveland. Their 
registry covers veterans from all wars. However, this col-

lection is not complete and some errors 
exist.

Another place to look for your 
Cuyahoga County veteran ancestor is 
in an old ledger called the Soldiers Burial 
Record. The original burial records 
are housed at the Cuyahoga County 
Archives in Cleveland. The ledger chron-
ologically lists the names of veterans, 
widows of veterans and some mothers 
of veterans, for whom Cuyahoga County paid part of their 
burial costs, spanning 1914-1938. 

These were the veterans of the Civil War, Spanish-
American War or World War I. The name of the deceased, 
the cemetery, the date and usually the amount of the 
payment, as well as the undertaker and the committee 
members who approved the payment, are given. This date 
was usually 2 to 6 months after the date of death. Most 
burials were in Cuyahoga County, but many payments 
were made for burials out of the county and state, an 
important genealogical clue. 

This ledger refers back to a set of individually indexed 
volumes, the “Record of Committee on Burial of Ex-Union 
Soldiers.”  Each volume covers about a twelve-month 
period of the applications, with approval or rejection of the 
ward committeemen. The veteran’s service and unit are 
given here, as well as actual date of death and cemetery.

In 1993, Lois Ippolito, former editor of Cuyahoga 
West O.G.S. Chapter’s “Tracer” newsletter, compiled an 
alphabetical index to this material and it was published 
in the Tracer, shortly after her death in November 1993. A 

chance discovery in 2005 revealed that 
over 1,000 names were not included in 
that initial printing!

Lois Ippolito’s successor, Jeanne 
Workman, has completed a revision of 
this index, combining and adding in 
the missed names and making numer-
ous corrections, by cross-checking the 
ledger and the additional volumes. The 
printed index totals 30 pages and has 

been uploaded to Cuyahoga West Chapter’s webpage at 
rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ohcwogs, by webmaster John 
Noble. 

Included in this index are: name/ledger page, date of 
payment and cemetery or other burial location. This index 
is a good complement to the Veterans’ Graves Registration 
posted by the Cuyahoga County Recorder’s Office and is 
an excellent example of how your local volunteers work to 
provide aids that help you with your genealogical research.

Jeanne Workman recently authored “Pioneers of 
Westlake, Ohio: Settlers in 1820 and Their Families” and in 
2003, edited “Maple Ridge Cemetery, Westlake, Cuyahoga 
County, Ohio: A History of Its People and Families.” Both 
books may be purchased from Cuyahoga West Chapter of 
the Ohio Genealogical Society (OGS). The chapter offers 
free help sessions and informational meetings regularly at 
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd. The 
next help session is Wednesday, Feb. 1, from 1-2:30 p.m., 
in the Computer Room. The public is invited. For more 
information, visit rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ohcwogs or 
email cuyahogawest@gmail.com. 

by Joyce Sandy

Come to the library for any of 
these programs and be ready to 
be entertained and informed. 

There’s something for everyone from 
book discussions, to playtimes, to 
magic shows! Reading is the perfect 
pastime during these cold days, so 
come and browse the shelves or let us 
help you find the perfect book. Read to 
your little ones to build their vocabu-
lary and to improve their preliteracy 
skills, and let them catch you reading. 
The love and enjoyment of reading is 
one of the best gifts you can pass on!

ADULT DEPARTMENT

Tuesday, Jan. 31 (7 p.m.) NOTA-
BLE BOOKS FOR ADULTS 2012 
– Returning by popular demand, Bill 
Kelly from the ALA Notable Books 
Council and manager of the Cuyahoga 
County Public Library Beachwood 
Branch presents the list of books 
chosen for 2012 in addition to the 
process involved and how books are 
considered.

Wednesday, Feb. 8 (7 p.m.) 
HOME SWEET REVENUE – Are 
you wondering how you could ben-
efit from the current housing market? 
There are many strategies that can be 
used, from “flip that house” to renting 
and property management. 

TEEN DEPARTMENT

Monday, Feb. 13 (3:30 p.m.) 
MONDAY MADNESS – For ages 
11 and up. Want to start the week off 
right? Join us for some extreme fun! 
Stretch your imagination to the max 
with different activities!

Monday, Jan. 30 (7 p.m.) GIRLS 
IN BAY BOOK DISCUSSION – For 
girls in grades 5-7. Girls, bring an adult 
female friend for some fun. We will 
discuss a great book, share a snack 
and do a related project. Copies of 
the book will be available one month 
before the discussion.

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT

Saturday, Feb. 11 (11 a.m.) 
PLAY/STORY – For ages birth-5 years 
and a caregiver. Children can play with 
interactive and developmental toys 
and share a story and a song while 
their caregivers meet new friends and 
socialize.

Wednesday, Feb. 8 (4 p.m.) VAL-
ENTINE ART WITH CAROLINA 
MARTIN – For preschool-grade 3. 
Carolina Martin from Art on Wheels 
Inc. is back with a new process to share 
for a Valentine-themed object.  

Wednesday, Feb. 15 (4 p.m.) THE 
MAGIC OF RICK SMITH JR! – For 
all ages. Rick Smith Jr. has appeared on 
“Ripley’s Believe It or Not,” “The Ellen 
DeGeneres Show” and “America’s Got 
Talent,” and he holds a Guinness World 
Record. Don’t miss this amazing magic 
show!

Monday, Feb. 20 (11 a.m.) TALES 
AND SONGS BY THE FIRESIDE 
WITH FOSTER BROWN – For chil-
dren ages 2-10. Join storyteller and 
musician Foster Brown on a day off 
from school as he shares nature stories 
and songs with audience participation.

Please register to attend these pro-
grams by going online to cuyahog-
alibrary.org, calling the library at 871-
6392, or by stopping in to see us!

CUYAhOGA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY BAY VILLAGE BRANCh 

Upcoming programs at the   
Bay Village Branch Library

April fools, lunacy rules: Cleveland 
sports predictions, part 2
by Jeff Bing

Today, we resume our continued 
exploration of the year 2012, as I 
make even more incredibly accu-

rate predictions involving the Cleveland 
sports scene...

APRIL: Embattled Browns president 
Mike Holmgren – already on the hot seat 
with the fans and media over the rate of 
supposed progress (?) of the team – shocks 
the entire NFL on draft day. Citing the fact 
that “we need help everywhere,” misguided 
Mike trades the team’s first, second, and 
third round picks to the Ravens, Steelers 
and Bengals for 114 lower-round picks. 
Browns fans hope some of the picks will 
be used to secure much-needed help in 
the front office.

The Indians confirm that they are 
undergoing an investigation by Major 
League Baseball, suspicious of an inor-
dinate number of games being canceled 
due to “inclement weather” during the first 
month of the season. April cancellations 
– while not at all unusual at this time of 
year – arouse suspicions as they only seem 
to occur when the Indians are trailing in 
their home games, and always arrive in 
the form of a “freak” snowstorm; appearing 
particularly freakish since temperatures 
were well above freezing.

MLB determines that the Indians never 
fully removed the snow-making equipment 
from their winter “Snow Days” promotion, 
and apparently were “flipping the switch” 
whenever things looked bad for the home 
team at Progressive Field. Tribe President 
Mark Shapiro vehemently denies the allega-
tions, stating there “isn’t a shred of truth” to 
the rumors. He makes the statement while 
at the Cleveland Clinic, reportedly there to 
check on members of the grounds crew suf-
fering the effects of injuries consistent with 

those suffering from frostbite. 
MAY: Speaking of the Indians, the 

team which stunned the baseball world a 
year ago with a surprising 30-15 start and 
parlayed that record into a summer of con-
tention, find life a little more difficult this 
spring. In a manner of speaking, they sort 
of have exactly the same record as a year 
ago, provided you flip-flop the wins and 
losses. It’s hard to see where things went so 
wrong for the Tribe, what with the acquisi-
tion of Derek Lowe, he of the 9-17 record 
and 5.05 ERA in 2011, and the re-signing of 
Grady Sizemore, the author of an inspiring 
.224 batting average last season. Couple 
that with the awesome results the Indians 
historically have realized when over-pay-
ing questionable talent – look no further 
than the likes of Matt Lawton and Ricky 
Gutierrez – you just sit back, scratch your 
head, and actually start to look forward to 
Browns training camp. 

JUNE: Mike Holmgren once again 
grabs the headlines – and once again, in a 
negative way – when it is revealed that he 
has petitioned the NFL with a truly radi-
cal realignment proposal. Mike proposes 
the Browns be moved into their own one-
team division beginning with the 2013 
season. The obvious advantage, according 
to Mike, is that the Browns will most assur-
edly remain in contention for the division 
title 100 percent of the time. “That’s almost 
always!” an excited Holmgren gushes. 

Well, gang, that takes us to the 50 per-
cent mark of my 2012 predictions. And, as 
a certain somebody might say, that’s almost 
half! Tune in next issue for more... 

I leave you with this to ponder: 
Shouldn’t a guy with a name like “Mitt” really 
be a ballplayer instead of a politician? 
Jeff welcomes all feedback and suggestions, 
pro or con, which may be sent to editor@
wbvobserver.com.

Keys to finding 
your Civil War 
ancestors

SPORTING VIEWS
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WESTLAKE PORTER PUBLIC LIBRARY

Westlake Porter Public Library’s calendar of events
by Elaine Willis

Friday, Jan. 27 (10 a.m.-noon) PORTER’S 
FIBER FANATICS – Socialize, share, and solve prob-
lems while you work on your current project.

Saturday, Jan. 28 (10-10:45 a.m.) SATURDAY 
LAPSIT STORYTIME – Join us for songs, rhymes 
and stories, then stay and play! For ages 0-24 months 
with caregiver.

Wednesday, Jan. 28 (2:30-3:30 p.m.) BRICK 
BUILDERS CLUB – Love those LEGO bricks? Then 
bring your ideas and imagination to the club! All bricks 
provided. Ages 6-13. Registration begins one week 
before each session.

Monday, Jan. 30 (4-6:30 p.m.) TEEN TECHNO-
LOUNGE – Need a place to hang out after school? 
Come to WPPL’s Teen Techno-Lounge located in our 
computer lab! You can access the Internet, do home-
work, or just hang out.

Tuesday, Jan. 31 (7-8:15 p.m.) INTRODUC-
TION TO OVERDRIVE AND E-BOOKS – Join a staff 
member from the Popular Materials Department for an 
instructional class on downloading eBooks on the most 
popular eReaders. Please register.

Wednesday, Feb. 1 (10:30-11 a.m.) LET’S SING 
AND DANCE! – Join us for a fun session of singing 
and dancing. For children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. No 
registration required.

Wednesday, Feb. 1 (1-2:30 p.m.) CUYAHOGA 

WEST GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY HELP SES-
SION – Wondering how to get started researching your 
ancestors? Hit a roadblock on your search? Stop in for 
suggestions and help!

Thursday, Feb. 2 (9:30 a.m.- 8:30 p.m.) 
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY’S BOOK SALE – 
Come find some bargains on books and audiovisual 
material!

Thursday, Feb. 2 (7-8:15 p.m.) INTRODUC-
TION TO OVERDRIVE AND E-BOOKS – Join a staff 
member from the Popular Materials Department for an 
instructional class on downloading eBooks on the most 
popular eReaders. Please register.

Friday, Feb. 3 (9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.) FRIENDS 
OF THE LIBRARY’S BOOK SALE – Come find some 
bargains on books and audiovisual material!

Saturday, Feb. 4 (9:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.) FRIENDS 
OF THE LIBRARY’S BOOK SALE – HALF-PRICE 
DAY. Come find some bargains on books and audiovi-
sual material!

Saturday, Feb. 4 (2-3 p.m.) BRICK BUILDERS 
CLUB – Love those LEGO bricks? Then bring your ideas 
and imagination to the club! All bricks provided. Ages 
6-13. Registration begins one week before each session.

Sunday, Feb. 5 (1:15-4:30 p.m.) FRIENDS OF 
THE LIBRARY’S BOOK SALE – Bag sale day. Come 
find some bargains on books and audiovisual material!

Monday, Feb. 6 (4-6:30 p.m.) TEEN TECHNO-

LOUNGE – Need a place to hang out after school? 
Come to WPPL’s Teen Techno-Lounge located in our 
computer lab! You can access the Internet, do home-
work, or just hang out.

Tuesday, Feb. 7 (7-8:30 p.m.) GUACAMOLE 
COOKING CLASS – Chipotle Mexican Grill repre-
sentative Jennifer Craig will teach you how to make 
your very own batch of guacamole and then you’ll get 
to enjoy it with delicious Chipotle chips! Grades 6-12. 
Please register starting Jan. 24.

Tuesday, Feb. 7 (7:30-8:45 p.m.) FYI: OPERA 
– The Westlake-Westshore Arts Council presents the 
Cleveland Institute of Music’s David Bamberger and 
his students, who will perform excerpts from Englebert 
Humperdinck’s delightful opera “Hänsel and Gretel.” 
Free and open to the public.

Wednesday, Feb. 8 (10:30-11 a.m.) LET’S SING 
AND DANCE! – Join us for a fun session of singing 
and dancing. For children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. No 
registration required.

Thursday, Feb. 9 (7 p.m.) NON-FICTION BOOK 
DISCUSSION – The February selection is “Travels in 
Siberia” by Ian Frazier.

Thursday, Feb. 9 (7-8 p.m.) ADHD: BEYOND 
THE CLASSROOM – Join Dr. Nora McNamara for a 
discussion on supporting children with ADHD at home.

To register for any of the programs, please call 440-
871-2600 or visit http://signup.westlakelibrary.
org:8080. 

by Carol Masek

The Friends of Westlake 
Porter Public Library 
are having their Annual 

Book Sale from Feb. 1-5. Over 
10,000 books, CDs, DVDs and 
audio books will be available for 
purchase in three rooms of the 
library.

Wednesday, Feb. 1, is the 
preview sale only for members 
of Friends from 4-7 p.m. You 
will be able to join Friends at 
that time. The regular sale runs 
on Thursday, Feb. 2, from 9:30 
a.m.-8:30 p.m. and Friday, Feb. 
3, from 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. The 
half-price sale is Saturday, Feb. 
4, from 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. On 
Sunday, Feb. 5, there will be a 
bag sale from 1:15 p.m. until 4:30 
p.m. See how many books you 
can cram into a bag for $2. We 
will supply the bags.

The Friends are also having 
a Silent Auction of some very 
special donated books. The Auc-
tion is currently on display in the 
lobby of the library. One special 
item is a signed first American 
Edition (not first printing) of 
“Harry Potter and the Prisoner 
of Azkaban.” Bidding will close at 
3 p.m. on Feb. 5. No phone bids 
will be accepted. 

Porter 
Library’s 
annual book 
sale, Feb. 1-5

The Ohio Dog Auction Act will be on the ballot come 
November unless Columbus acts sooner. Only one animal 
rights bill has passed the House, HB 14 (the pit bull bill), but 
none have passed the Senate. Speaker William Batchelder says 
that there is no push for animal rights bills by voters.

The Ohio Dog Auction Act petition was signed by over 
154,000 folks from 88 counties. HB 108 Nitro’s law has 11,000 
supporters on Facebook. This shows the people are behind 
these bills while the Republicans are behind unwanted bills 
like HB 136, SB 5 and HB 194.

It’s time for voters to stand up and be vocal and elect lead-
ers like Todd LeVeck or Andy Meyer who will do the will of the 
people. Animals deserve to be treated with dignity and respect.

– Mark Szabo, Rocky River

Petition shows support for 
dog auction ban

Letters to the Editor

Catholics can come 
home to St. Raphael’s

With this letter, I am hoping to reach out to anyone who has 
been away from the Catholic Church. About two years ago I felt 
something calling me back to the Church I had been away from 
for about 20 years. I wasn’t sure what to do.

Do I just show up one Sunday at Mass? How do I know what 
church I should go to? Should I call and talk to a priest? Then I saw 
an article about Catholics Coming Home at St. Raphael Church 
in Bay Village. Wow...talk about timing!

I went to the sessions not knowing what to expect. Everyone 
was great! You could share as much or as little as you were com-
fortable with. The sessions were about topics to reacquaint you 
with the Catholic teachings. I learned about things that made 
me more of an active participant, instead of just going through 
the motions. I even made several lasting friendships that have 
helped me in my spiritual journey.

I hope all those reading this that have drifted away from the 
Church will consider attending Catholics Coming Home and 
even bring a friend. They can contact Annette DeGidio at 250-
9028 to register. I look forward to seeing them there.

– Carla Renick, Avon Lake

Estate tax benefits few at 
cost to many

In her Jan. 10 letter to the editor, State Representative Nan 
Baker listed a smorgasbord of so-called jobs legislation she 
supported in the General Assembly. But one law she supported 
– the repeal of the Estate Tax – is not really about promoting jobs 
or economic growth. It is more about making sure the wealthi-
est in Ohio remain so, at the expense of Ohio’s middle class.  

Most Ohio families – more than 90 percent, according to 
the nonpartisan research institute Policy Matters Ohio – will 
never have estate tax due after they die. According to Policy 
Matters’ Feb. 2011 testimony to the House Ways & Means Com-
mittee, the estate tax was paid on about 7.5 percent of Ohio 
estates in 2009. Estate tax was finalized on just about 8,000 
estates. This is not a tax on Ohio’s middle class, on those  fami-
lies living, working and sending their children to school in Rep. 
Baker’s District 16.

Rep. Baker claims the estate tax repeal “will encourage 
retirees to remain in the state, as well as their businesses and 
investments.” PolitiFact examined this claim for Rhode Island 
in 2011 and determined it “False.” Are rich retirees heading out 
of Ohio for greener pastures because of the estate tax any more 
than the lack of such a tax in neighboring Michigan is keeping 
its residents at home to create jobs? 

Numerous academic studies point to climate or good 
health care services as discouraging or encouraging moving. 
Estate tax should not be used as an economic development 
measure designed to attract or retain rich elderly residents. 

The repeal of this tax will further weight Ohio’s state and 
local tax system in favor of the affluent. Lower and middle-
income Ohioans pay a greater share of their income in state and 
local taxes than more affluent Ohioans do. Ohioans in the top 
1 percent of the income spectrum (who made at least $352,000 
in 2007), pay an average of 7.8 percent of their income in state 
and local taxes. 

By contrast, the fifth of Ohio families in the middle, who 
averaged $40,5000, pay 11.0 percent. The estate tax is one of the 
few taxes that partially offset a tax system that falls more heav-
ily on less affluent families. By voting to repeal the Estate Tax, 
Representative Nan Baker chose to promote a less progressive 
tax system for Ohio. 

– Jeanne Bulloch, North Olmsted
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BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER 
ONLINE ORDERING 

NOW AVAILABLE!
Receive 10% OFF Online Orders -

Enter Promo Code
 January (thru Jan. 31)

-or- February (starting Feb.1st)
www.thebaydiner.com

Dover Commons Plaza
660 Dover Center Rd.

440-835-9011
M-F 7am-8pm; Sat. 8am-8pm
Breakfast 8am-2pm Sundays

Follow us on

Quality Painting. That’s All We Do!

216-529-0360
www.neubertpainting.com 

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

The westside’s housepainter 
for over 35 years!

Interior • Exterior

 

Westlake-Westshore Arts Council and Clague Playhouse  Present  

 
 
 

 
 

       6:00-11:00 p.m.  
    at Wagner’s Country Inn 

      30855 Center Ridge Road, Westlake 
 

           
 

           Tickets: $50 each.   
 
 For tickets, donations, or information call:  

Westlake-Westshore Arts Council, 440-686-0055, or  
Clague Playhouse, 440-331-0403.  

OPEN BAR * DINNER *  
ENTERTAINMENT * SILENT AUCTION 

by Kim Bonvissuto 

Four Lee Burneson Middle School 
seventh-graders placed in the top 
100 for their entries in the interna-

tional Rock the Statue Green Contest.
The contest was sponsored by the 

French Embassy to celebrate the 125th 
birthday of the Statue of Liberty – a gift to 
the United States from France. The con-
test challenged students to create a rep-
lica of the Statue of Liberty using recycled 
materials.

Out of 4,000 entries from across the 

U.S., France and other Francophone 
countries, three LBMS students – Abriha 
Abuhamdeh, Robert Picard and Noor 
Tamim – placed in the top 100. Sarmad 
Al-Aish was among the 65 semi-finalists.

Sarmad and Abriha created sculptures 
– “Solid Liberty” and “Green Lady,” respec-
tively – out of recycled clay; Robert used 
Coca-Cola and Sprite cans for his “Green 
is Refreshing” collage, while Noor used 
recycled cereal boxes for her “Breakfast of 
Liberty” collage. All are students in Luda 
Grossman’s world language class. 

LBMS students place in 
international art contest

Abriha Abuhamdeh’s “Green Lady”

Robert Picard’s “Green is Refreshing”

by Laurel Wendell

Former Plain Dealer columnist 
Connie Schultz entertained a full 
audience on a recent cold, windy 

evening at Westlake’s Church of the 
Redeemer United Church of Christ. The 
Jan. 17 event was hosted by the Westside 
Democrats and the Westlake Democratic 
Club. Jeanne Long, secretary of the West-
side Dems, organized the talk, and her 
husband and president of the Westlake 
club, Vern Long, filled the emcee role. 

Schultz is a nationally-syndicated 
columnist, winner of the Pulitzer Prize 
and several other journalistic awards, 
former feature writer for the Plain Dealer 
and author of two books. A resident of 
Avon, she is married to U.S. Senator 
Sherrod Brown, has four grown children 
and one grandchild.

Schultz started her discussion by 
tracing roots back to her upbringing in a 
small town, with a strong working class and 
union presence. “I’m a liberal out of grati-
tude,” Schultz explained. “It was my father’s 
union wages that sent me to college... It was 
the feminist movement that made it pos-
sible for me to be on op-ed pages around 
the country and not in the women’s pages.”

It wasn’t until she began college at 
Kent State in 1975 that Schultz came in 
contact with different economic back-
grounds, which gave her perspective on 
her working-class background. Calling it 
the first of many “incremental lessons” 
in her life, Schultz’s eyes were opened to 
what she called “the low expectations of 
the working class.” 

Today, she finds we should not 
“envy the wealthy,” but build bridges 
between one another. “We have more in 
common with people that we disagree 
with...than we want to believe,” she said. 

Schultz maintained an informal, 
conversational tone throughout the eve-
ning, laughing easily with the audience. 
Much of her time on stage was devoted 
to answering questions from the crowd, 

tackling topics including her personal 
life at the Plain Dealer, political views 
and advice for Democratic activists. 

Schultz stressed that her departure 
from the Plain Dealer was amicable and 
she remains a subscriber. In 2006, Schul-
tz took a leave of absence from the paper 
to help her husband campaign for U.S. 
senator; this year, with Sen. Brown up 
for reelection, she felt her position had 
become “untenable.” Shortly before her 
departure, questions had been raised 
over the opinions voiced in her column. 
Schultz told the audience that she was 
tired of defending her motives, and that 
there were other ways she wanted to use 
her time and voice.

Over the objections of her editor, 
Schultz quietly packed up her desk in 
the empty newsroom on a Saturday 
night, and delivered her resignation to 
colleagues via email two days later. 

“I didn’t want any drama in the 
newsroom,” she explained. “I didn’t 
want anybody taking pictures of me 
crying and packing up. I just wanted to 
be alone with my thoughts.”

In response to audience questions, 
she said she would like to tell President 
Obama to “blame the obstructionists, not 
Congress” for a lack of progress on get-
ting reforms passed. Democratic activists 
are not as vocal or as organized as their 
Republican counterparts in airing their 
frustrations with Congress. She encour-
aged the Democrats in the audience to 
“grow a spine” – to make calls and write 
letters voicing opinions and concerns. 

A sophomore from Westlake High 
School asked Schultz for advice on how to 
fully inform voters about candidates and 
ensure that we are getting the most out of 
our elected officials. She encouraged him 
to get his peers involved in activism and 
run for office himself. “Democracy is not 
a spectator sport,” she told him.

Connie Schultz’s latest columns 
are available from Creators Syndicate 
at creators.com. 

Sarmad Al-Aish’s “Solid Liberty”Noor Tamim’s “Breakfast of Liberty”

Schultz shares stories, 
advice with fellow Dems

Connie Schultz laughs with an audience member during her appearance 
at a Democratic Club meeting at Church of the Redeemer on Jan. 17.
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St. Bernadette School 

  
Building Faith - Building Minds - Building Futures

     
1952 - 2012

You are cordially invited to our annual 

“OPEN HOUSE”
Sunday, January 29, 2012

10:30 am to 12:30 pm

2300 Clague Road - Westlake, Ohio 44145
440-734-7717 office@stbern.net

“Home of the Bulldogs”

Classes, seminars • Open spiritual community 
Meditation • Prosperity principles • Sustainability practices

23855 Detroit Rd • Westlake • 440-835-0400  
www.UnitySpiritualCenter.com

Services Sundays at 9:00 am & 11:00 am

Unity Spiritual Center
For Your Spiritual Growth

Bay Presbyterian Church
 25415 Lake Road, Bay Village 

440.871.3822

Sunday worship times
8:00 am - Traditional Service
9:30 am - Blended Service

9:30 am - Contemporary Service
 in the Great Hall

11:15 am - Contemporary Service
www.baypres.org

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

by Erin Stack

Every Friday, rain, shine, sleet or hail, a dedicated group of 
professional artists gather in the new Fuller House art studio. 
Models of all shapes and sizes are rendered in oil, acrylic, 

pastel, pencil and watercolor.
We’ve asked the artists to choose a sample of their favorite 

work from the past year to display in the Dianne Boldman Gallery 
in the Huntington House. The show will run through March 3 in 
conjunction with the Emerging Artists show in the Fuller House 
Sullivan Gallery.

The show will be on view during regular office hours: Monday-
Saturday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Artists’ favorite works 
on display at BAYarts

Edward Beyer’s portrait is one of the pieces on display at 
BAYarts’ Dianne Boldman Gallery through March 3.

BAYarts

by Eileen Stockdale

Now showing in The Sullivan Family Gal-
lery in the Fuller House is a rare glimpse 
at the work of some of the founders and 

early faculty of BAYarts (formerly Baycrafters). 
Through years of renovation, these works were 
singled out and stored for their historical and 
artistic value, brought out on rare occasions 
when space permits.

It is only fitting that they now hang in the 
new Sullivan Gallery, a nod to the longevity 
of the 64-year-old organization with an even 
more promising future.

The exhibit is open through Feb. 3. Gal-
lery hours are Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-noon; 
Saturday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.; or by appointment. 
Call 440-871-6543 or info@bayarts.net for 
information or appointments. 

Last chance to see rare archival 
art at BAYarts

by Nancy heaton

We’re here! We’re here! We’re 
here! That is the announce-
ment from 30 local art orga-

nizations who pooled their resources 
to create The CAN Journal, an infor-
mative directory describing the depth 
and breadth of the many unsung art 
organizations in the greater Cleveland 
area.

CAN (Collective Arts Network) 
is the brainchild of Liz Maugans, Bay 
Village resident and director of Zygote 
Press in Cleveland. Frustrated by the 
lack of media attention to smaller 
organizations, this free journal was 
made possible by a partial grant from 
the Ohio Arts Council, contributions 
from each participating organization and a few classy ads. It is available at all the participating 
organizations, including BAYarts, as well as libraries, bookstores, hotels and other venues. 

New art journal becomes    
a reality

Sarmad Al-Aish’s “Solid Liberty”
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BreitenBach 
Remodeling

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
doing business since 1978

Professional design and installlation
Customer Countertops - granite, Formica & Solid Surface

Dealer for 4B WOOD 
Custom Cabinets

Bertch Cabinet Mfg - 
Legacy & Marketplace

 Visit us at our showroom:
795 Sharon Drive, 

Suite 102, Westlake

440-835-3660
Open daily 9-5; Sat. 9-12 

or by appointment.

Interior Painting • Plaster & Drywall Repair • Staining
Wallpaper Removal & Installation • Skim Coating

NAT-25536-1FREE ESTIMATES
216-287-7468 or 216-228-0138 office • www.allurepainting.net  

  

Big interview coming up?

Is your resume flawless?

Planning a child’s birthday party?

Looking for a new family pet?

Need help with something 
but don’t know how to get it? 

Check With Nicole 
can help you today!
visit: www.checkwithnicole.com
or call 440.212.9588

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-6 pm. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

COMMUNITY EVENTS View more events and post your own on the Observer website at wbvobserver.com

VICKI’S

Diner

26105 Center Ridge
(440) 835-5031

TUES-SAT 7am-3pm * CLOSED SUN

Breakfast All Day * Homemade Soups
Party Trays & Take-Out

VICKI’S
Automatic Overflow BACK to Down Spout

NO Mosquitos, NO Algea, NO Debris
Completely assembled 55 Gallon Barrel with attached RainReserve diverter.
We are Ohio’s only authorized RainReserve distributor.

      The “GREEN” Garage Store
       

Visit us at Crocker Park’s Market Days Credit Cards Accepted

Completely Assembled Rain Barrels!
A sustainable GREEN solution for your home and garden.

Rain Barrels ‘N MORE
Register to WIN an 85 Gal. StoneWare URN

OR a 35 Gal. Compost Tumbler
Our Store will reopen March 1st. 

Call for hours - 440-808-8383
30791 Center Ridge Rd. (SE corner of Bradley)

WaterStones, StoneWare URNS & Compost Tumblers
www.rainbarrelsNmore.com 

The Great BIG Home & Garden Expo Feb 4-12

GReeN TIP oF The MoNTh
BAY VILLAGE GREEN TEAM

Having a Super Bowl party? Then 
making it a “zero waste” party by:

•	 Using reusable dinnerware, utensils & 
reusable or recyclable bottles

•	 Using cloth napkins and tablecloth 
instead of paper products

•	 Marking recycling and compost 
receptacles and using them! 

•	 Informing your guests of your goal of 
zero waste

Jan. 24, 9-11:30 a.m.
“A Mom After God’s Own Heart” Book Group
See the story on page 4 of this issue.
Westlake United Methodist Church, 27650 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Jan. 24, 6:30-8 p.m.
Lower Your Gas Bills and Increase Your 
Home’s Comfort 
Ray frank from columbia Gas of Ohio will discuss 
the utility’s three subsidized programs that can 
help lower your home’s energy usage. You must 
be a Columbia gas customer to take advantage 
of the programs. This free presentation should 
last about 45 minutes followed by questions from 
the audience. free low flow shower heads will be 
offered (while supplies last). One programmable 
thermostat will be raffled as a door prize. A pro-
grammable thermostat may be purchased after 
the presentation for $4.95. 
Bay Community House, 303 Cahoon Rd.

Jan. 25, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Volunteer Sew-a-Thon
See the story on page 4 of this issue.
Birds of a Feather, 25963 Detroit Rd., Westlake

Jan. 25, 6-8 p.m.
Owl Prowl: Family Night at the Center
families of all ages can join Naturalist Ken Gober 
for an owl prowl! We will first gather in the Cen-
ter’s Planetarium for a heartwarming story, and 
then you will meet some of our resident live owls. 
Next, venture out into the cold winter woods to 
track down some wild owls. Warm up afterward 
with refreshments. All are welcome to participate 
in the adventure of searching for owls in their 
woodland territory. cost: $5/person; pre-register 
by calling 440-871-2900.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd.

Jan. 25, 6:30-9 p.m.
Embroiderers’ Guild of America meeting
the North coast chapter of Embroiderers’ Guild 
of America meets on the fourth Wednesday of 
the month. This month’s program is about double 
stitching on sweaters by Christine Osberg. Please 
come to join the fun and meet fellow stitchers.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Jan. 27, 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
Bay Village Hazardous Waste Collection
The City of Bay Village is switching to a monthly 
Round-Up Collection at the Service garage.  On 
the last friday of the month, residents may drop 
off the following: household hazardous waste (ev-
erything must be in its original marked container, 

no exceptions and no latex paint); computers and 
computer equipment (no VcR/dVd/stereo equip-
ment); tires (no rims).
Bay Village Service Garage, 31300 Naigle Rd.

Jan. 28-31, during library hours
Friends of Bay Village Library Book Sale
There is a wide range of adult and children’s hard-
back and paperback books, as well as DVDs, CDs, 
books on tape and magazines. Items are priced to 
sell and have been categorized for easy selection. 
Tuesday, the last day of the sale, is “bag day.” We 
sell a bag of books for $1.00. We provide the bags 
and you select the books! the sale ends at 7 p.m. 
on tuesday, Jan. 31.
Bay Village Branch Library, 502 Cahoon Rd.

Jan. 28, 1-2 p.m.
Stalking Awareness and Education Seminar
This free seminar will promote awareness and 
public education about stalking, during National 
Stalking Awareness month. Light refreshments 
and coffee will be served. for more information, 
please contact Master gary Yano or Master Otto 
Kacr of Westlake martial Arts at 440-250-2787.
Westlake Martial Arts, 27321 Detroit Rd.

Jan. 28, 5-6:30 p.m.
Free Community Meal
Spaghetti, meatballs, salad, bread, dessert and 
beverages. All are welcome, we cannot do carry-
outs.  Please come for an evening of socialization 
and fellowship. Clague Road United Church of 
Christ is accessible to the physically challenged. 
for more information please call the church of-
fice, 440-734-1040.
Clague Road UCC, 3650 Clague Road, N. Olmsted

Jan. 29, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Annual St. Bernadette School Open House
tour our beautiful 25-acre campus and meet our 
principal, mr. John Stipek; our Pastor, fr. Philip 
Racco; and our faculty and staff! Register for the 
upcoming 2012-2013 year! food & fun for the 
whole family! We hope to see you there! call 440-
734-7717 or email mrs. Karen howell at khowell@
stbern.net for more information.
St. Bernadette School, 2300 Clague Rd., Westlake

Jan. 31, 7 p.m.
County Prosecutor Candidate Debate
The Democratic clubs of the west side of Cleve-
land have combined forces to offer the com-
munity a debate forum featuring the Democratic 
candidates running for Cuyahoga County pros-
ecutor: Subodh chandra, James mcdonnell, timo-
thy Mcginty, Robert Triozzi and Stephanie hall. 

Attendance is free and open to the public. Learn 
more about each candidate before casting a vote 
for this critical position in our community. Those 
attending are encouraged to bring questions for 
the discussion forum. The Westside Democratic 
clubs co-sponsoring the debate are: Westlake, Bay 
Village, Rocky River, fairview Park, Lakewood and 
North Olmsted. Refreshments will be served. 
Don Umerley Civic Center, 21016 Hilliard Blvd., 
Rocky River

Feb. 1, 1-2:30 p.m.
Free Family History Research Help Sessions
If you need help getting started or have come to 
a “road block” in your path of finding your ances-
tors, this is an excellent opportunity to get as-
sistance. Members will be available to assist other 
members, or the general public, at the computer 
terminals in the computer lab of Westlake Porter 
Public Library. There is no charge for this service.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Feb. 1-5, hours vary
The Friends of Porter Public Library Annual 
Book Sale
See the story on page 13 of this issue.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Feb. 1, 7-8:30 p.m.
Catholics Coming Home
A seven-week program for those considering a 
return to the Catholic Church. An update of the 
faith is given and questions are answered. To 
register, call Annette deGidio at 440-
250-9028.
St. Raphael Church, 525 Dover Center Rd., 
Bay Village

Feb. 2, 6:45-8:45 p.m.
Westshore Tea Party Meeting
cuyahoga county Executive Ed fitzGer-
ald has agreed to come and speak be-
fore our group and take our questions 
about the current economic state of 
Cuyahoga County and the new charter 
government. Please come and learn 
about what the people want to know 
about our government. Also featured 
will be Scott Sedlak of the thomas Jef-
ferson Knowledge Institute. Scott and 
his organization are succeeding in get-
ting our Ohio schools compliant with 
teaching the US and Ohio Constitutions 
in K-12. mandating is not the same as 
implementing. tJKI is giving schools 
the crucial tools of “how to” achieve 
this goal. This non-partisan foundation 

serves us all, now and for future generations.
Gemini Center, 21225 Lorain Rd., Fairview Park

Feb. 2, 7 p.m.
Meet Author Mary Helen Stefaniak
See the story on page 3 of this issue.
Bay Village Branch Library, 502 Cahoon Rd.

Feb. 6, 2:30 p.m.
Empower You: Chronic Disease
Does your medication schedule stop you from 
leaving home? Are you stressed by the medica-
tion you take every day? Do you miss activities 
like going to church, taking a walk, playing with 
grandchildren or getting out of the house? If you 
can answer yes to any of these questions, Em-
power You can help! This program, presented by 
the Visiting Nurse Association, gives you the right 
tools, equipment and information to give you 
back the life you want. RSVP: 440-892-9777.
Gardens at Westlake, 27569 Detroit Rd.

Feb. 8, 10 a.m.
The Herb Guild General Meeting
the business meeting will begin at 10 a.m. fol-
lowed by luncheon. The program will begin at 
approximately 1 p.m. the speaker will be corky 
Thacker, member of the Cleveland Rose Society. 
The talk is entitled:”Roses: Enjoy the herb of the 
Year in Your Garden.” for information call 440 
899-2647.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.


